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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is in response to the amendment filed on February 28, 2006. 



2. 



Claims 1-20 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pierre- 
Hugues Boucher., (hereinafter Boucher) U.S. Patent No. 6,201,958 in view of Lavey et al., 
(hereinafter Lavey) U.S. Patent No. 6,023,698. 

5. As to claim 1 , Boucher discloses the invention substantially as claimed, Boucher 
discloses including a network management server connected to a network, comprising: recording 
means for recording information pertinent to an information processing apparatus, said 
information includes at least identification information of said information processing apparatus 
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(see col. 3, lines 1-15); receiving means for receiving identification information, sent from said 
information processing apparatus, when said other information processing apparatus is connected 
via said network, the identification information used to identify said information processing 
apparatus (see col. 3, lines 15-32); verifying means for verifying whether said identification 
information received by said receiving means has already been recorded by said recording means 
(see col. 3, lines 15-26); and controlling means for controlling said information processing 
apparatus over said network based on verified results by said verifying means (see col. 4, lines 
14-19). However, Boucher does not explicitly teach transmitting means for transmitting to said 
information processing apparatus, a protocol file stating rules for utilizing Internet services and 
an access point information file. 

In the same field of endeavor, Lavey discloses (e.g., system and method for 
transparently registering. . .information over the internet). Lavey discloses transmitting means 
for transmitting to said information processing apparatus, a protocol file stating rules for utilizing 
Internet services and an access point information file [see Lavey, col.4, lines 35-50, and col.l 1, 
lines 44-67]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Lavey' s teachings of a system and 
method for transparently registering and updating information over the internet with the 
teachings of Boucher to have transmitting information processing apparatus, a protocol file 
stating rules for utilizing Internet services and an access point information file because it would 
have provided useful function that allows user to use their Internet services for obtaining a 



Application/Control Number: 09/996,019 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2144 

convenient seamless connection to the Internet for communication with an online site [see Lavey 
col.l, lines 60-65]. 

6. As to claim 2, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said identification 
information is a serial number of said information processing apparatus (see col.2, lines 15-30). 

7. As to claim 3, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said controlling 
means causes said information processing apparatus to execute first setting processing upon 
verification that said identification information received by said receiving means has already 
been recorded in said recording means (see col.3, lines 15-26), said controlling means causing 
said information processing apparatus to execute second setting processing upon verification that 
said identification information received by said receiving means has not as yet been recorded in 
said recording means (see col. 4, lines 14-19). 

8. As to claim 4, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said first and setting 
processing and the setting processing represent setting processing necessary for said other 
information processing apparatus to utilize said network (Fig.l). 

9. As to claim 5, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said controlling 
means sends an address on said network of a server used for connecting said information 
processing apparatus to said network, to said second information processing apparatus, and sets 
the address so sent, as the information for said information processing apparatus to utilize said 
network (see col.l, lines 45-51). 

10. As to claim 6, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said recording 
means further records the inherent information for specifying a user of said information 
processing apparatus, said controlling means requests transmission of said inherent information 
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to said information processing apparatus upon verification that said identification information 
received by said receiving means has already been recorded in said recording means (see col. 3, 
lines 1-15). 

11. As to claim 7, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said inherent 
information includes a password (see col. 3 secret code authentication codes). 

12. As to claim 8, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein upon verification 
that said identification information received by said receiving means has not been recorded on 
said recording means, said controlling means requests said information processing apparatus to 
transmit the information on a user utilizing said information processing apparatus (Fig.l). 

13. As to claim 9, Boucher discloses the invention substantially as claimed, Boucher 
discloses including an information processing method for a network management server 
connected to a network, comprising: a recording controlling step of controlling the recording of 
the information pertinent to an information processing apparatus (col. 3, lines 1-15), said 
information includes at least identification information processing apparatus (see col. 3, lines 1- 
1 5); a receiving step of receiving identification information sent from said information 
processing apparatus, when said information processing apparatus is connected via said network, 
the identification information used to identify said information processing apparatus (see col.3, 
lines 15-32); a verifying step of verifying whether said identification information received in said 
receiving step has already been recorded in said recording controlling step (see col.3, lines 15- 
26); and a controlling step of controlling said information processing apparatus over said 
network based on of said verifying step (see col.2, lines 15-30). However, Boucher does not 
explicitly teach 
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transmitting means for transmitting to said information processing apparatus, 
a protocol file stating rules for utilizing Internet services and an access point information file. 

In the same field of endeavor, Lavey discloses (e.g., system and method for 
transparently registering. . .information over the internet). Lavey discloses transmitting means 
for transmitting to said information processing apparatus, a protocol file stating rules for utilizing 
Internet services and an access point information file [see Lavey, col.4, lines 35-50, and col.l 1, 
lines 44-67]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
networking art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Lavey' s teachings of a 
system and method for transparently registering and updating information over the internet with 
the teachings of Boucher to have transmitting information processing apparatus, a protocol file 
stating rules for utilizing Internet services and an access point information file because it would 
have provided useful function that allows user to use their Internet services for obtaining a 
convenient seamless connection to the Internet for communication with an online site [see Lavey 
col.l, lines 60-65]. 

14. As to claim 10, Boucher discloses the invention substantially as claimed, Boucher 
discloses including a recording medium having recorded thereon a computer-readable program 
for controlling a network management server connected to a network, said program including: a 
recording controlling step of controlling recording of information pertinent to an information 
processing apparatus, said information includes at least identification information of said 
information processing apparatus (see col. 3, lines 1-15); a receiving step of receiving the 
identification information, sent from said information processing apparatus when said 
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information processing apparatus is connected via said network, the identification information 
used to identify said information processing apparatus (see col. 3, lines 15-32); a verifying step of 
verifying whether said identification information received by the receiving step has already been 
recorded in said recording controlling step (see col. 3, lines 15-26); and a controlling step of 
controlling said information processing apparatus over said network based on results by the 
verifying step (see col.4, lines 14-19). However, Boucher does not explicitly teach 

transmitting means for transmitting to said information processing apparatus, 
a protocol file stating rules for utilizing Internet services and an access point information file. 

In the same field of endeavor, Lavey discloses (e.g., system and method for 
transparently registering... information over the internet). Lavey discloses transmitting means 
for transmitting to said information processing apparatus, a protocol file stating rules for utilizing 
Internet services and an access point information file [see Lavey, col.4, lines 35-50, and col.l 1, 
lines 44-67]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
networking art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Lavey' s teachings of a 
system and method for transparently registering and updating information over the internet with 
the teachings of Boucher to have transmitting information processing apparatus, a protocol file 
stating rules for utilizing Internet services and an access point information file because it would 
have provided useful function that allows user to use their Internet services for obtaining a 
convenient seamless connection to the Internet for communication with an online site [see Lavey 
col.l, lines 60-65]. 
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15. Claims 1 1-20, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pierre- 
Hugues Boucher., (hereinafter Boucher) U.S. Patent No.6,201,958, Lavey et al., (hereinafter 
Lavey) U.S. Patent No. 6,023,698 in view of McCormack et al., (hereinafter McCormack) 
U.S. Patent No. 6,360,255. 



16. As to claim 11, Boucher discloses the invention substantially as claimed, Boucher 
discloses including an information processing apparatus connected to a network, comprising: 
storage means for storing at least the identification information, used to identify said information 
processing apparatus (see col. 3, lines 1-15); transmission means for transmitting said 
identification information stored in said storage means over said network (see col. 3, lines 1-7); 
receiving means for receiving control information transmitted from said network management 
server over said network, based on said identification information transmitted from said 
transmission means(see col. 3, lines 15-32); and setting means for setting information necessary 
for utilizing said network based on said first control information received by said receiving 
means (see col. 3, lines 8-63). However, Boucher does not explicitly teach transmitting means 
for transmitting to 

said information processing apparatus, a protocol file stating rules for utilizing Internet services 
and an access point information file. 

In the same field of endeavor, Lavey discloses (e.g., system and method for 
transparently registering. . .information over the internet). Lavey discloses transmitting means 
for transmitting to said information processing apparatus, a protocol file stating rules for utilizing 
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Internet services and an access point information file [see Lavey, col.4, lines 35-50, and col.l 1, 
lines 44-67]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
networking art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Lavey's teachings of a 
system and method for transparently registering and updating information over the internet with 
the teachings of Boucher to have transmitting information processing apparatus, a protocol file 
stating rules for utilizing Internet services and an access point information file because it would 
have provided useful function that allows user to use their Internet services for obtaining a 
convenient seamless connection to the Internet for communication with an online site [see Lavey 
col.l, lines 60-65]. Also, But Boucher and Lavey do not explicitly teach a network management 
server connect to network. However, McCormack teaches a network management server 
connect to network (see fig.5, network management server 104 connect to internet 160). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made 
to implement the teachings of McCormack into the computer system of Boucher to have a 
network management server connect to network because it would have provided specific 
functions that can manages network traffic. 

17. As to claim 12, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said setting means 
sets the information necessary for exploiting said network in a first mode when said control 
information received by said receiving means is the first control information; said setting means 
setting information necessary for exploiting said network in a second mode when said control 
information received by said receiving means is second control information (see col. 3, lines 5- 
63). 
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18. As to claim 13, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said setting means 
executes first setting processing when identification information transmitted by said transmission 
means has already been recorded: said setting means executing second setting processing when 
the identification information transmitted by said transmission means has been already recorded 
(see col. 3, lines 6-63). But Boucher and Lavey do not explicitly teach a network management 
server connect to network. However, McCormack teaches a network management server 
connect to network (see fig.5, network management server 104 connect to internet 160). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made 
to implement the teachings of McCormack into the computer system of Boucher to have a 
network management server connect to network because it would have provided specific 
functions that can manages network traffic. 

19. As to claim 14, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said first setting 
processing and said second setting processing represent information setting processing necessary 
for said information processing apparatus to utilize said network (Fig.l). 

20. As to claim 15, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said setting means 
sets an address on said network of a server connecting said information processing apparatus to 
said network, said address received by said receiving means (see col.3, lines 15-32). 

21 . As to claim 16, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said network 
management server stores inherent information used for specifying a user of said information 
processing apparatus setting means transmitting said inherent information if said identification 
information transmitted by said transmission means has been recorded in said (see col.3, lines 6- 
63). But Boucher and Lavey do not explicitly teach a network management server connect to 
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network. However, McCormack teaches a network management server connect to network (see 
fig.5, network management server 104 connect to internet 160). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to implement the teachings 
of McCormack into the computer system of Boucher to have a network management server 
connect to network because it would have provided specific functions that can manages network 
traffic. 

22. As to claim 17, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said inherent 
information includes a password (see col.4, lines 54-57). 

23. As to claim 18, Boucher teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said setting means 
transmits information pertinent to a user employing said second information processing 
apparatus if said identification information transmitted by said transmission means has as yet not 
been recorded (see col. 3, lines 6-63). But Boucher and Lavey do not explicitly teach a network 
management server connect to network. However, McCormack teaches a network management 
server connect to network (see fig. 5, network management server 104 connect to internet 160). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to implement the teachings of McCormack into the computer system of Boucher to have a 
network management server connect to network because it would have provided specific 
functions that can manages network traffic. 

24. As to claim 19, Boucher discloses the invention substantially as claimed, Boucher 
discloses including an information processing method for an information processing apparatus 
connected to a network, comprising: a storage controlling step of controlling storage of 
identification information (see col. 3, lines 1-15); a transmission step of transmitting said 
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identification information as stored during said storage controlling step over said network, 
wherein said identification information is used to identify said second information processing 
apparatus (see col. 3, lines 15-32); a receiving step of receiving the control information 
transmitted from over said network, based on said identification information transmitted by 
processing in said transmission step (see col. 3, lines 15-32), and a setting step of setting 
information necessary for utilizing said network based on said control information received by 
processing in said receiving step (see col.3, lines 8-63). 

However, Boucher does not explicitly teach transmitting means for transmitting to 
said information processing apparatus, a protocol file stating rules for utilizing Internet services 
and an access point information file. 

In the same field of endeavor, Lavey discloses (e.g., system and method for 
transparently registering. . .information over the internet). Lavey discloses transmitting means 
for transmitting to said information processing apparatus, a protocol file stating rules for utilizing 
Internet services and an access point information file [see Lavey, col.4, lines 35-50, and col.l 1, 
lines 44-67]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
networking art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Lavey' s teachings of a 
system and method for transparently registering and updating information over the internet with 
the teachings of Boucher to have transmitting information processing apparatus, a protocol file 
stating rules for utilizing Internet services and an access point information file because it would 
have provided useful function that allows user to use their Internet services for obtaining a 
convenient seamless connection to the Internet for communication with an online site [see Lavey 
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col.l, lines 60-65]. Also, Boucher and Lavey do not explicitly teach a network management 
server connect to network. However, McCormack teaches a network management server 
connect to network (see fig. 5, network management server 104 connect to internet 160). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made 
to implement the teachings of McCormack into the computer system of Boucher to have a 
network management server connect to network because it would have provided specific 
functions that can manages network traffic. 

25. As to claim 20, Boucher discloses the invention substantially as claimed, Boucher 
discloses including a computer-readable medium adapter to store a computer program for 
controlling an information processing apparatus connected to a network, said computer program 
including a storage controlling step of controlling the storage of the identification information 
(see col. 3, lines 1-15); a transmission step of transmitting said identification information store 
during said storage controlling step over said network, wherein said identification information is 
used to identify said information processing apparatus (see col. 3, lines 15-32); a receiving step of 
receiving control information transmitted over said network based on said identification 
information transmitted by processing in said transmission step (see col. 3, lines 15-32), and a 
setting step of setting the information necessary for utilizing said network based on said control 
information received by processing in said receiving step (see col.3, lines 8-63). 

However, Boucher does not explicitly teach transmitting means for transmitting to 
said information processing apparatus, a protocol file stating rules for utilizing Internet services 
and an access point information file. 

In the same field of endeavor, Lavey discloses (e.g., system and method for 
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transparently registering. . .information over the internet). Lavey discloses transmitting means 
for transmitting to said information processing apparatus, a protocol file stating rules for utilizing 
Internet services and an access point information file [see Lavey, col.4, lines 35-50, and col.l 1, 
lines 44-67]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
networking art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Lavey' s teachings of a 
system and method for transparently registering and updating information over the internet with 
the teachings of Boucher to have transmitting information processing apparatus, a protocol file 
stating rules for utilizing Internet services and an access point information file because it would 
have provided useful function that allows user to use their Internet services for obtaining a 
convenient seamless connection to the Internet for communication with an online site [see Lavey 
col.l, lines 60-65]. Also, Boucher and Lavey do not explicitly teach a network management 
server connect to network. However, McCormack teaches a network management server 
connect to network (see fig.5, network management server 104 connect to internet 160). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made 
to implement the teachings of McCormack into the computer system of Boucher to have a 
network management server connect to network because it would have provided specific 
functions that can manages network traffic. 



Conclusion 



26. 



Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
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Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammy T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-3929. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
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like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



TTN 

June 8, 2006 




